


















... the ':Atlantic" Yellow-nosed 

Albatross at Kingston 

represents an amazing 

example of vagrancy, 

occurring over 8,000 km 

away from its normal 

distribution in the 

southern hemisphere. 

coast in East Fryeburg, Maine, in July 
1934 (Norton 1934). One adult was 
recorded 40 km up the Hudson River 
in Westchester Co., New York on 10 
August 1976 and was associated with 
Hurricane Bella (Howe and Weissman 
1976). Another albatross, believed to be 
a Yellow-nosed, was observed in Lake 
Champlain, Essex Co., New York on 8 
May 1994, over 200 km from the ocean 
(accepted by the New York State Avian 
Records Committee as an albatross 
spp.; A. Wilson, pers. comm., 2011, 
Lowe 1996). 

Other species of pelagic seabirds 
have been recorded previously in s()uth­
eastern Ontario, and thus inland 
vagrancy of seabirds into this area has 
precedence. Northern Fulmar (Ful­

marus glacialis; Dobos 1999), Audu­
bon's Shearwater (Puffinus lherminieri; 

Godfrey 1976), Manx Shearwater (P. 
puffin us; Curry and Di Labio 2008), 
Band-rumped Storm-Petrel (Ocean­

odroma castro; Taverner 1934), Leach's 
Storm-Petrel (0. leucorhoa; Toner 
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1940), Northern Gannet (Morus bas­

san us; Dobos 1999), Thick-billed 
Murre (Uria 10m via; Dobos 1997), 
Dovekie (Aile aile; Di Labia 1995a), 
Long-billed Murrelet (Brachyramphus 

perdix; Di Labio 1996) and Atlantic 
Puffin (Fratercula arctica; Di Labio 
1995b) have all occurred in southeast­
ern Ontario. Some of these records were 
associated with hurricanes and other 
weather systems (e.g., Leach's Storm­
Petrel), but others were not associated 
with any unusual local weather, similar 
to the Ontario Yellow-nosed Albatross 
(e.g., Manx and Audubon's shearwa­
ters, Long-billed Murrelet). 

Possible Causes of the 
"Atlantic" Yellow-nosed 
Albatross in Kingston 
We are not sure what prompted the 
Kingston bird to stray so far from its 
usual distribution. A hurricane in the 
Atlantic Ocean preceded the 4 July 
sighting, suggesting that the albatross 
may have been blown north with the 
storm and continued inland with the 
subsequent weather front. Hurricane 
Alex formed as a tropical depression in 
the western Caribbean Sea on 25 June 
2010, and strengthened to a tropical 
storm on 26 June, reaching land in 
Belize. Alex then weakened as it moved 
across the Yucatan Peninsula, but re­
emerged over the Bay of Campeche and 
strengthened to a Category 2 hurricane 
on 29 June. Hurricane Alex moved 
northwest, making landfall on 30 June 
along the north Mexican coast near 
Texas with maximum sustained winds 

of 169 kph (National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, National 
Climatic Data Center, www.ncdc. 
noaa.gov/sotcl). The timing of Hurri­
cane Alex fits the arrival of the albatross 
in Kingston on 4 July. It should be 
noted, however, that the path of Hurri­
cane Alex did not reach the Great 
Lakes, and that most birds associated 
with hurricane displacement generally 
occur along areas of direct hurricane 
contact. 

Other possible causes of the alba­
tross landing in Kingston include prob­
lems with navigation, perhaps resulting 
from the bird straying far into the 
northern hemisphere, following fishing 
vessels (or other ships), or travelling to 
Kingston while resting or in captivity 
on a ship. We feel that ship-assistance is 
unlikely for several reasons. First, alba­
trosses are pelagic and spend most of 
their lives on the ocean without need to 
land on ships like terrestrial birds 
caught at sea. Indeed, albatrosses are 
quite awkward on land, and would be 
unlikely to settle on a ship. Second, 
albatrosses are renowned for their abili­
ty to fly, taking advantage of wind cur­
rents to minimize energetic effort 
(Tickell2000, Brooke 2004). This ten­
dency to use air currents for movement 
makes them good candidates for 
vagrancy associated with storms. Third, 
the numerous records from North 
America (Table 1; Figure 9) suggest 
that Yellow-nosed Albatrosses have a 
tendency to stray, and such repeated 
patterns of vagrancy are unlikely to rep­
resent repeated cases of ship assistance. 

Regardless of how this bird arrived 
in Ontario, the ''Atlantic'' Yellow-nosed 
Albatross at Kingston represents an 
amazing example of vagrancy, occur­
ring over 8,000 km away from its nor­
mal distribution in the southern hemi­
sphere. The Kingston record represents 
the first of an albatross in Ontario and 
on the Great Lakes. 
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