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A Long-eared Owl 
x Short-eared Owl 

(Asio otus x A. flammeus) 
specimen from Ontario 

Michel Gosselin and Kristen Keyes 

Over the course of her graduate work on 

Short-eared Owls (Asio flammeus) , Keyes 

found an unusual specimen of owl in the 

collections of the Canadian Museum of 

Nature. Upon examination, this individ­

ual proved to have features that are 

almost perfectly intermediate between 

the Short-eared Owl and the Long-eared 

Owl (A. otus). 
This specimen was received in early 

1991 from E.R. [Kit] Chubb, Avian 

Care and Research Foundation, Verona, 

Ontario, and was prepared as a study 

skin (catalogue no. CMNAV 92233) by 
Richard M. Poulin. According to the cat­

alogue data and the information sup­

plied more recently by Kit Chubb, this 

owl was originally found with a broken 
humerus, on 28 October 1990, near 

Tweed, Hastings County. It was given 

veterinary care at the Avian Care and 

Research Foundation, but had to be 

euthanized on 15 December 1990. The 

bird was relatively fat (4, on a scale from 

o to 5) after its two months in captivity, 

and was determined to be a male from 

post-mortem gonad examination. 
Short-eared Owls and Long-eared 

Owls are the sole members of the genus 

Asio in temperate North America, where 

they have extensive overlapping ranges. 
The species differ to some extent in habi­

tat choice: the Long-eared Owl is an 

arboreal bird that hunts over open areas 

at night, while the Short-eared Owl 

inhabits open areas, where it may hunt 

by day as well as by night. Nevertheless, 

interspecific tree-roosts have been docu­
mented for these two species (Holt and 

Leasure 1993, Marks etal. 1994). Hast­

ings County has suitable, adjoining 

habitat for both species, although the 
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