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Toronto hosted the Inter-University Seminar (IUS)
on "Transformation and Convergence Armed
Forces and Society in the New Security

Environment" in October 2004.  Dr. Frankly Pinch of
Queen's University was the IUS Chair and coordinator
and Eric Ouellet of the Canadian Forces College provid-
ed impeccable direction. The Seminar gathered approxi-
mately 250 specialists from Europe, North America and
Israel to discuss topics as diverse as human security, civil-
military relations and the impact of terrorism on armed
forces and society.  One of the panellists gave insight into
how Canada's diversity can contribute to global security.

Christian Leuprecht (Royal Military College of Canada)
discussed, "Leveraging Ethnic Demography: Canada's
Force Multiplier." He pointed out that Canada like no
other country in the world could respond to the new
challenges of multilateralism
and security post 9/11 by
using its most precious capi-
tal: ethnic diversity.  In this
"give and take model," new
Canadians could automatical-
ly become active members of
Canadian society through
rapid integration into specific security relevant areas.
Canada could profit directly from their cultural and lin-
guistic skills.  These skills are in high demand, especially
when it comes to nation-building measures or peace
enforcement. Leuprecht warns Canada not to jeopardize
its unique reservoir.  Compared to other immigration
countries, it has fairly good relation with resident ethnic
diasporas. Such ties should be strengthened, he
observed. 

According to his studies, this ethno-demographic advan-
tage is a decisive tool worth more than any investment in
modern armament. Indeed, the last conflicts have shown
the progress made by modern technologies. They reduce
potential loss of life and enable the quasi-neutralization
of an enemy with the sole use of air strikes. But in asym-
metric conflicts,we have also learned that while modern
warfare can make the difference in times of war, it is of no
use in winning the peace. Peace, specialists reiterated, can 

only be won on the ground. In this context, the  ultimate
ultimate tool for psychological operations, public 
information, post conflict command and control meas-
ures remains the human being. Leuprecht argues that it
is precisely in this area that Canada can make the
difference. The country's unique diversity facilitates "the
use of civil affairs and psychological operations as a
Canadian force multiplier in support of today's asym-
metrical operations."    

At the same time, Leuprecht postulates that Canada's
own strategic concerns will lead to the deployment of
counterterrorist units in the Middle East, Africa and Asia,
particularly in areas with a Muslim majority or substan-
tial Muslim minorities. He argues that statistics on
groups made illegal in Canada since 9/11 substantiate his
claim: "Of the groups that have since been banned,
sixteen are associated with the Middle East (47%), eleven
are based in Asia (32%) two in North America (6%), three

in South America  (9%), one in Africa
(3 %),  and one in Europe."  It follows
that Canada might get involved in
helping to eradicate some of these
groups in the future. Canada's
involvement against al Qaeda in
Afghanistan is the first proof. To
Leuprecht, the most probable the-

atres of operations are now distinctly located.  The major
problem democracies face in fighting these threats is a
lack of trained human resources. "The phenotypic mark-
ers as well as the unfamiliarity with language and
customs, insufficient networks of internal support for
inserted troops provide a formidable obstacle to effective
operations," he stated. Such difficulties have been
encountered by the US armed forces during Operation
Enduring Freedom for instance, and continue in Iraq.
Thanks to an immigration policy that differs from that of
the US, Canada could play a key role in responding to the
new challenges. 

"In light of the differential in total population between
the two countries, Canada turns out to have a far greater
proportion of immigrants from India, the Philippines,
Indonesia and Vietnam, for instance, than the US... Middle
Eastern emigrants [also] prefer Canada to the US....

Continued on page 80
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[I]t follows that the pool of potential special operations
links with the Arab Community in Canada is relatively
more plentiful than the potential pool of Arab recruits for
US special operations."

Leuprecht's recommendation to the government is to
play the ethno demographic card:  "Recruitment should
focus on [multicultural] cities such as Toronto, Vancouver
and Montréal." 

Such a policy would increase the professionalism of the
armed forces. This would, in turn, increase efficiency on
the ground and more generally improve the level of
security during missions. Enhanced security would
ultimately benefit all allied forces.

While rapid integration and intercultural communication
skills among its population are among Canada's strongest
assets, Leuprecht acknowledged a drawback: loss of the
culture of origin. After the second generation, intercultural
skills could disappear through adaptation to the all-
Canadian environment.  Nonetheless, the benefits of this
recruitment policy outweigh its limitation. According to
Leuprecht, Canada and its allies would find itself in a
win-win situation.   
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